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correct daytime wear, satin taking their place in the evening. The
former were worn with a chintz gown, a short satin cloak of black,
and a bonnet of the same colour. Other articles of apparel at this
period were the pelerine, a long narrow cape or tippet, the ends of
which were knotted at the back, and a short mantle or cape which
just covered the shoulders and at the back tapered to a point at the
waist.
According to a fashion journal of the period a winter walking-out
costume comprised a white muslin dress, a pink silk cloak covered with
black crepe and trimmed with black lace, a fancy hat with ribbons, and
a brown bearskin muff.
MEN'S   GLOVES   TRIMMED   WITH   LACE
A description of the special features of the dress of the typical
town-bred bachelor at the beginning of the i8th century is ** flowing
wig, brocaded waistcoat, rolled silk stockings and clouded cane." The
coat would be extremely long-skirted, reaching almost to the ankles,
and with moderately baggy sleeves and wide cuffs. The waistcoat, too,
was very long, somewhere about the length of a modern tail-coat.
A gentleman's shirt was made of the finest white lawn, arid was
trimmed in front and at the wrists with lace rufHes. His cravat was of
point lace. Such was the fondness of the gentlemen of the period
for lace, that they even had their gloves trimmed with it.
The knee-breeches were almost completely hidden from view by
the coat, but the coloured silk stockings were in glorious evidence. The
attire was completed by shoes, wig, and hat, although the last-named
was more often than not carried rather than worn. It was an article
of considerable expense, and regarded as worthy of being left to one's
successor.
When the hat was worn, great attention was given to the ** cock "
at which it was tilted, among the styles being the military cock, the
Denmark cock and the mercantile cock.
Many were the shapes given to the hats of the day, for the fashion
was constantly undergoing change. At one time they would be round,
a year or two later they would "rise behind and fall before"; they
would be large for a time, then of medium size, then small. Cocked
hats were the invariable wear of boys; three-cornered cocked hats held
sway until the French Revolution, which had a considerable bearing
on English dress styles.
RULERS   OF   FASHION   AND   MANNERS
The typical male figure of the i8th century is the beau, or macaroni,
whose business, as Misson says, was to hunt after new fashions. The
original macaroni was described as ** the worst gallant in nature; with
the airs of a coquette, the manners of a clown." But there were famous
beaux of the i8th century and early i9th century, who ruled maaam
as well as dress. Such were Beau Nash, who went to great pates to